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Memorial Format 

 

 

 

Document Format 

All parts of each Memorial must be contained in a single file. Memorials must be in Microsoft 

Word format and have a .doc or .docx file extension. Memorials that do not conform to this rule, 

such as memorials in PDF format or memorials using a .dat file extension, will not be accepted.  

 

 

Paper Size and Margins 

All pages of the Memorial must be letter size, 8.5 x 11 inches (21.6 x 27.9 cm), with equal 

margins of at least one inch (2.54 cm) on all four sides. Teams are advised that such 

reformatting may result in changes to pagination and layout. 

 

Printing 

Administrators in jurisdictions where letter is the standard paper size must print Memorials on 

letter size paper for their Qualifying competition. Administrators in jurisdictions where A4 is 

the standard paper size may print Memorials on letter size or A4 size paper for their Qualifying 

competition. 

 

Font and Font Size 

The font and size of the text of all parts of the Memorial, excluding the Cover Page and page 

numbers but including the footnotes, must be in Times New Roman 12-point. 

 

Line Spacing 

The text of all parts of the Memorial must be double-spaced, except for the Cover Page, Table of 

Contents, Index of Authorities, headings, and footnotes. Quotations to sources outside of the 

Memorial may be block quoted (i.e. right and left indented) and may be single-spaced if the 

quotation (excluding footnotes) has at least fifty words. 
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Memorial Content 

 

 

Parts of the Memorial 

 

(a) The Memorial must contain the following parts: 

 

(i) Cover Page; 

(ii) Table of Contents; 

(iii) Index of Authorities; 

(iv) Statement of Jurisdiction; 

(v) Questions Presented; 

(vi) Statement of Facts; 

(vii) Summary of Pleadings; and 

(viii) Pleadings (including Conclusion/Prayer for Relief). 

 

(b) Parts not enumerated in paragraph (a), for example, a Table of Abbreviations, are 

prohibited. 

 

 

Cover Page 

The front cover of each Memorial must have the following information: 

(a) the Team Number in the upper right-hand corner followed by “A” if an Applicant Memorial 

or “R” if a Respondent Memorial (e.g., Team Number 123 would put “123A” in the top right hand 

corner of the front cover of its Applicant Memorial); 

(b) the name of the court (i.e., “International Court of Justice”); 

(c) the year of the Competition (the year during which the relevant International Rounds take 

place); 

(d) the name of the case; and 

(e) the title of the document (i.e., "Memorial for Respondent" or "Memorial for Applicant"). 

 

Index of Authorities 

The Index of Authorities must list all legal authorities cited in any part of the Memorial and must 

indicate the page number(s) of the Memorial on which each authority is cited. 
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Statement of Facts 

Teams are advised that judges will take the following into account in evaluating the Statement 

of Facts. A well-formed Statement of Facts should be limited to the stipulated facts and 

necessary inferences from the Competition Problem. The Statement of Facts should not include 

unsupported facts, distortions of stated facts, argumentative statements, or legal conclusions. 

The Competition Problem typically omits certain facts which might be relevant or dispositive to 

the outcome of the case. Participants will be judged on their ability to conform the facts to their 

arguments without creating new facts or drawing unreasonable inferences from the 

Competition Problem. 

 

 

Summary of the Pleadings 

A well-formed Summary of the Pleadings should consist of a substantive summary of the 

Pleadings of the Memorial, rather than a simple reproduction of the headings contained in the 

Pleadings. 

 

Legal Argument Limited to Pleadings 

Substantive, affirmative legal argument or legal interpretation of the facts of the Competition 

Problem may only be presented in the "Pleadings" part of the Memorial. Summaries of such 

arguments may be included in the Questions Presented and the Summary of Pleadings. 

 

Length 

The word count shall be conducted using the standard "Word Count" feature in Microsoft Word 

2003, Microsoft Word 2007, or Microsoft Word 2010. 

(a) The Statement of Facts section, including the section title, any section headings, section 

subheadings, conclusion, associated footnotes, signature block, or other language a team might 

elect to include, must be no longer than 1,200 words. 

(b) The Summary of Pleadings section, including the section title, any section headings, section 

subheadings, conclusion, associated footnotes, signature block, or other language a team might 

elect to include, must be no longer than 700 words. 

(c) The total length of the Pleadings section, including the section title, any section headings, 

section sub-headings, the required Conclusion/Prayer for Relief, associated footnotes, signature 

block, or other language a team might elect to include, must be no longer than 9,500 words. 
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Citation Requirement 

(a) Footnotes must be used to identify the source of statements or propositions made in the 

body of the Memorial. Endnotes are not permitted. Footnotes may include substantive pleadings 

in addition to the text of the citation itself. Footnotes are included in the word limit of Rule 6.4. 

 

Examples of proper footnotes: 

Certain Norwegian Loans (Fr. v. Nor.), 1957 I.C.J. 9, 23-24 (July 6) [hereinafter Norwegian 

Loans]. 

Certain Norwegian Loans (Fr. v. Nor.), 1957 I.C.J. 9, 23-24 (July 6) [hereinafter Norwegian 

Loans] 

(holding that France's reservation in its declaration denying the Court jurisdiction over issues 

essentially within the national jurisdiction as understood by France could be utilized 

reciprocally by Norway). 

 

Citation Form 

Citations appearing in the Index of Authorities and footnotes of the Memorial must include a 

description of each authority adequate to allow a reasonable reader to identify and locate the 

authority in a publication of general circulation. 

 

Anonymity in Memorials 

Names of participants, and the nations or school name of Teams, may not appear on or within 

the Memorials. Signature pages are prohibited. The Administrators shall strike all references to 

Team Members, and countries or school names of Teams, from Memorials before submitting 

them to judges. 

 


