
 

 

(FOR QUARTER-FINAL ROUND) 

1. Hindia is a South Asian country, having second largest population in the world. It is a 

democratic country with a socialistic economy. However due to globalisation, there is 

a rapid development in the Hindia specifically in its southern coastal Stateof Matil 

Danu.  

 

2. Due to unchecked increase in sand quarrying mining, The High Court of Matil Danu, 

through a Contempt Petition, directed the State Government to constitute a Committee 

of Experts comprising of Geologists, Environmentalists and Scientists to study the 

river and river beds in the State with particular reference to the damage caused on 

account of indiscriminate sand quarrying operations. 

 

3. Accordingly, the Government constituted a Six Member High Level Committee. On 

the basis of the recommendations made by the Committee, the Government inserted 

Rule 38A of the Matil Danu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, whereby all existing 

leases for quarrying sand in Government lands and the permissions granted in 

ryotwari lands ceased to be effective from 2.10.2003. The right to quarry sand vested 

with the Government. Therefore, on and from 2.10.2003, all sand quarries in 

Government lands started getting operated only by the Public Works Department. 

 

4. In the year 2010, various writ petitions were filed in The High Court of Matil Danu 

2010 batch of cases, with regard to indiscriminate sand quarrying operations in the 

river swachjal. By a common order dated 2.12.2010, a Division Bench of the Court 

issued certain directions, which were applicable also to the quarrying of sand in the 

other rivers of the State of Matil Danu. One of the directions issued inthe said 

decision was that no poclain or other heavy machinery should be used for sand 

quarrying and that an amendment in this regard should be made to the Rules within 

six months. 
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5. The Government came up with an application for review of the order. Considering the 

request, the Division Bench of The High Court of Matil Danu , by an order dated 

10.1.2011, modified its earlier order dated 2.12.2010 and permitted two poclains to be 

used, during restricted timings.  Thereafter, a batch of writ petitions came to be filed, 

praying for the issue of Writs of Mandamus to forbear the respondents from carrying 

on sand quarrying operations alongside the stretches of the rivers ofSwachjal. In the 

course of hearing of those writ petitions, the government pointed out that there were 

about 42 sand quarrying operators operating in the river Swachjal across five districts. 

Therefore, The High Court of Matil Danu directed the District Collectors of those five 

districts to file independent reports giving details about the quarries in operation. 

Accordingly, those details were filed by the District Collectors.  

 

6. Thereafter, the Division Bench The High Court of  Matil Danu  disposed of the said 

writ petitions by a common order dated 3.8.2012. The effect of the order of the 

Division Bench was that permission for fresh sand quarrying operations in the river 

Swachjal could be granted by the State Government only after getting environmental 

clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority [SEIAA], as per 

the Notification on the Environment Impact Assessment dated 14.9.2006 and the 

Office Memorandum of the Ministry of Environment and Forest [MoEF] dated 

18.5.2012. The Bench directed some of the existing quarries to be either stopped 

forever or to be started after getting environmental clearance. The Bench further 

directed the SEIAA to consider the applications of the State Government/Public 

Works Department for appropriate permission and to pass orders within a period of 

two months from the date of receipt of the applications. 

 

7. In pursuance of the said order, the Public Works Department started filing project 

proposals before the SEIAA. Since the Division Bench granted only two months' time 

to the SEIAA for processing those applications and for passing orders, the SEIAA 

have sent a letter to the Secretary to Government, MoEF, Government of Hindia on 

21.8.2012, requesting them to issue guidelines for processing the applications and 

project proposals. It was followed by another letter dated 30.8.2012 making a similar 

request on the ground that the time fixed by the High Court was running out.  

 

 



8. By a communication dated 27.9.2012, the SEIAA informed the MoEF that in the 

absence of any guidelines issued by the MoEF, the SEIAA itself would adopt certain 

guidelines. Thereafter, finding no response from the MoEF, the SEIAA granted 

environmental clearances on 30.11.2012, on the basis of the guidelines.  

 

9. These clearances granted on 30.11.2012 by the SEIAA to the Executive Engineer of 

the Public Works Department of the Government of Matil Danu were challenged by 

various Farmers' Associations and Environmentalists by way of  various appeals 

under Section 16 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. During the pendency of 

these appeals, the MoEF issued a fresh Notification dated 24.12.2013. Therefore, 

these guidelines were placed before the National Green Tribunal, in the course of 

hearing.  

 

10. Thereafter, the National Green Tribunal disposed of all the appeals by a common 

order dated 24.2.2014, holding that in view of the guidelines issued by the MoEF on 

24.12.2013, the guidelines issued by the SEIAA and the environmental clearances 

granted on the basis of those guidelines actually lapsed. However, considering the 

economic and social needs and public interest at large, the National Green Tribunal 

allowed the State Government to continue quarrying operations for a period of six 

months on the basis of the environmental clearances granted by the SEIAA and on the 

basis of the of the guidelines framed by them on 27.9.2012.  In the meantime, the 

Public Works Department was directed by the Tribunal to make fresh applications to 

the MoEF as per the guidelines dated 24.12.2013 and obtain clearances in accordance 

with law. 

 

11. Aggrieved by the order dated 24.2.2014 of The National Green Tribunal, the group of 

environmentalist known as ‘Green Canvas’ filed a petition under Article 226 of the 

Constitution of India for the issuance of an appropriate writ to call for a record 

pertaining to impugned order passed by the National Green Tribunal dated 24.2.2014 

and quash the same. Further, the petitioner also prays for appropriate direction to be 

issued. 

 

All the laws and judgments of Hindia are ‘parimateria’ with the Republic of India. 



All the State laws of Matil Danu are ‘parimateria’ with the State of Tamil Nadu in Republic 

of India 


