
 

  
Rizvi Law College 

 

The  6th RLC  

Saquib Rizvi Memorial  

National Moot Court Competition 2014 
September 26th-28th 2014 

 
 
 

Moot Problem. 
 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This case is purely fictional. Any resemblance to names, properties 

and associations is purely co-incidental.    

 

 

 

 



  The 6th RLC Saquib Rizvi Memorial National Moot Court Competition 2014. 

Page 2 of 8 

Rizvi Law College 

 

 

1. Trauma care around the world has been inextricably linked to varied causes. It originated from 

Caliphates to the Medieval Wars, World Wars, Conquest Wars and now the modern warfare. During 

the Revolutionary Wars, trauma care was based on specific trauma principles particularly those 

espoused by the pre medieval medical care professionals. Surgical procedures were limited mostly to 

soft tissue injuries and amputations. The Colonial Civil War was remarkable because of the 
contributions that were made to the development of systems of trauma care. The sheer magnitude of 

casualties required extensive infrastructure to support the surgeons at the battlefield and to care for 

the wounded. For the first time, in an armed conflict, anesthetics were used on a routine basis of how 

frequently lessons have to be relearned regarding the treatment and care of wounds.  

2. In modern times, “war zone” wounds have become a part of the reported trauma incidences. We can 

classify trauma occurrences to industrial-oriented, traffic accidental and terrorist related trauma. As a 
consequence, the treatment of patients with shock and such pandemic similarities in injuries 

sustained has evolved with time and nature of the trauma resulting in better outcomes and receding 

failure recordings. From normal bandaging to surgery with compulsory amputation and now the 

modern methods of anesthetic surgery, trauma care has come a long way from its inception and 

recognition. The first trauma centre for civilians was started in 1966. Since then, efforts to study 

trauma management have documented the efficacy of trauma systems in reducing mortality and 

disability. 

3. One of such pioneers, and one of the most successful researchers and a doctor in the field of trauma 

care was Dr. Tony Stark. Dr. Stark who lost his parents and family in a mid-eastern civil war, 

developed great affinity to trauma care and decided to make his life useful in the service of these 

victims. Completing his education from Turmerica, which was considered to have the best health 

care institutions in the world, proved very beneficial to Dr. Stark‟s cause.  

4. His research and efforts were recognized and appreciated all over the world. Dr. Stark developed a 

modern trauma care system called as “Triage”. In the system of Triage, a multi-level triage 

algorithm (listed as standard operating procedure in medical textbooks) was formulated, which 

provides clinically relevant stratification of patients into categories. Before the conceptualization of 

Triage, patients were treated by the ordinary “FIFO” (First In First Out) method. This system 

resulted in wonders with respect to the treatment of about two hundred and fifty patients that was 

directed to the Turmerican National Hospital when Turmerica witnessed a hideous terrorist attack 

on its commercial hub. Thousands of patients were directed to various trauma care centers in 

Turmerica simultaneously with similar injuries but with varying intensities. A post medical analysis 
carried out suggested that this method should be adopted worldwide, since terrorism was on an 

increase. The world of medicine thus, with the help of Dr. Stark proved to be a more efficient trauma 

care system to the people. 
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5. Dr. Stark became a world famous figure who was headed to top medical institutions for training, 
delivering lectures and various other trauma related problems. Dr. Stark pledged his expertise to 

Trauma care. He came up with a new trauma care mechanism called Hypotensive Resuscitation. 

This system reduced the risk of having any heart failures while treating the wounds and injuries. His 

next inventive work was Graph Tissue Storage; which basically was about freezing and storing 

them in life compatible chemicals, whereby these tissues could be used again in the future. He 

became a celebrated scientist and was featured on cover pages of Medical Journals. He was 

appreciated for saving lives through his contributions to the Medical fraternity. He was awarded the 

highest Medical Honor, Red Crucifix, for his continuous work in the field of trauma and especially 

for his Hypotensive Resuscitation technique. 

6. In his quest for the Holy Grail in ultra modern trauma care techniques and the grit to stay one step 

ahead of death, he achieved the gold mine of his career by propagating a potential method called 

Hypothermia Method. Through the induction of hypothermia the surgeons would drain the patient‟s 

blood and replace it with freezing saline water, thus stalling the heart beat and other vital organs in 

suspended animation. The patients, in such state, in effect, would be clinically dead. On inducing 

hypothermia and slowing metabolism in dying patients, doctors could hope to buy crucial time in 
which they would try to treat the victims' wounds. In this state, almost no metabolic reactions would 

happen in the body, so cells could survive without oxygen.  

7. In this method the doctors would insert a tube called Cannula into the patient's aorta, flushing the 

circulatory system with a cold saline solution until body temperature falls to ten degree Celsius. As 

the patient enters a pre-planned suspended animation, without vital signs, the surgeons would have 

sufficient time and atmosphere to repair the injuries before brain damage occurs and perform these 
actions without the nerve wrecking unstable vital sign alerts. After the operation, the doctors would 

use a heart-lung bypass machine with a heat exchanger to return blood to the patient. Gradually, the 

blood will warm the body, which should circumvent injuries that could happen when tissue is 

suddenly subjected to oxygen after a period of deprivation. If the procedure works, the patient's heart 

would resume beating when body temperature reaches twenty nine to thirty two degrees Celsius. It 

may take several hours or several days to regain consciousness. 

8. This technique for a few was too extreme but a large part of the world accepted the fact that should 

the doctors of the world be able to achieve a high survival rate in trauma patients, they ought to take 

such extreme steps. With this general consensus, the hypothermia technique was listed in various 

medical journals around the world.  

9. Ombudstan is one of the fastest growing economies of the modern world. Once considered to be a 

third world, underdeveloped and stagnant nation, the image of the country is now changing with 
economic growth at an impressive and rapid pace. This economic growth is being driven by the 

expansion of services in certain areas that has grown consistently faster than most other sectors. 

Though primarily considered as an agrarian country, Ombudstan has made rigorous strides in the 

fields of science and technology. 
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10. Ranked penultimate in producing engineers and doctors all over the world, Ombudstan, in spite of its 
appreciative statistics did not emerge entirely out of its third world image. With each  passing  day,  

the  Government  showed an  inclination  towards the implementation of large scale technological 

based systems, replacing the colonial systems. A “science for all ideology” was announced on the 

64th Republic day of the country. The Prime Minister of Ombudstan in his address to the nation 

emphasized the need to embrace the power of science and technology to achieve substantial growth 

targets. 

11. The Prime Minister, Mr. Robert Baratheon stated, “The country will have to proceed forward on a 

technologically navigated path.  For generations, we have been oppressed under the burden of being 

a third world country. The people of Ombudstan, especially the youth has strived hard to change this 

image. We are in a position, wherein we need not be dependent on the ardent West for our 

technological advancements. In the twenty first century, Ombudstan has the potential to evolve and 

grow on its own and embrace science in such a way that we never have ever in our history. On this 

occasion I give this nation a new motto, „All for science and science for all‟”. 

13. Standing by this commitment to the nation, the Government of Ombudstan started funding and 

implementing high technologically oriented projects in almost every field imaginable. Foresight was 

made the new mantra. The main advancements and focus were in the fields of medical sciences, 

education, pharmacy and Information-Technology sector. The Government and the entire 

bureaucratic hierarchy were convinced that these four main areas had to be overhauled from inside 

out for the country to be modernized and to provide a better standard of living to the citizens.  

14. Sustainable support of the Government and a focused vision on public health, rapid advancements 

were made in the field of pharmacy and medical sciences. Doctors and biomedical researchers 

working in tandem contrived newer methods for the treatment which could save lives and cause 

lesser collateral. Advanced form of medicines and medical treatments were devised upon and 

implemented in various parts of the country, which in turn would gradually expand and be 

implemented on a national scale. 

15. To achieve irrefutable results, detailed schedules and tests were planned. Experiments had to be 

carried out so schematically that all by-products obtained had to be either inert or harmless. These 

tests were first carried upon certain kinds of animals, before they were actually implemented on 

humans to ensure a hundred percent success rate. The result of such precision and dedication was 

that common masses were getting an improved form of medical awareness, evidently unheard off 

until almost a decade.  

16. Though Ombudstan and its people had come a long way from the third world environment and 

standards of living, the dark past still continued to haunt its citizens. Therefore the scientific 

advancements were still a far cry when compared to the developed nations and it was ranked 

embarrassingly, in the bottom half of the “Human Development Index” in the world. 
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17. One such prudent problem was that of road safety and improper system of granting driving licenses. 
Allegedly few driving eligibility tests carried out and at times none were conducted before a valid 

driving license was issued. The resultant factor is that Ombudstan has the largest number of deaths in 

road accidents. A global status report on road safety estimated more than 2, 31,000 people die in road 

mishaps and incidents, alone in Ombudstan every year. Approximately half of the estimated deaths 

on the country's roads are among vulnerable road users understandably motorcyclists, pedestrians 

and cyclists. A heterogeneous mixture of traffic of over-speeding vehicles along with vulnerable road 

users and unsafe state of roads all contribute to the alarming fatality rates witnessed on Ombudstan‟s 

roads. 

18. In one such incident, Mr. Nick Fury, the Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, got 

injured in an unfortunate car accident. The accident took place in BrijDeli, the governing capital of 

Ombudstan. This accident sent shock waves of grief and agony throughout the nation; many stated 

their utter dismay at the conditions of the road and road safety management of the country. The 

minister, traveling in his official vehicle, met with a head-on collision with a car that allegedly 

jumped a stop light, causing the accident. 

19. Mr. Fury was rushed to the trauma center of Four Pills Medical Research Center and Hospital, 

where the doctors‟ concluded, that Mr. Fury was very critical, and didn‟t have much time to survive. 

The prime reason given for this was his massive blood loss. Internal and external injuries bleeding 

profusely hampered doctors and it reduced the crucial time and reduced the chances of immediate 

response to save the patient. This is where the Medical Director of Four Pills Hospital, Dr. Natasha 

Black, came up with a suggestion to call in Dr Tony Stark from Turmerica. The Health Minister 

along with his team present at the hospital made for the necessary arrangements in order to get Dr 
Stark to Ombudstan. He also initiated the process of granting a temporary medical license to Dr Stark 

whereby he could then perform the necessary medical procedures on Mr. Fury while also being under 

the purview of the laws of the land. 

20. Dr Stark upon his arrival in BrijDeli, rushed to Four Pills to save Mr. Fury. It was decided 

unanimously that Mr. Fury would be treated by the renowned Hypotensive Resuscitation Method 

pioneered by Dr. Stark himself. Remarkably, after tedious efforts, Mr. Fury was successfully 
stabilized and a positive prospect was envisioned. Dr Tony Stark became famous almost overnight in 

Ombudstan with people terming him as the Doctor Wonder.  

21. The Government of Ombudstan arranged for a felicitation function for Dr Tony Stark in his honour, 

for having saved one of their high profile ministers. In this event, he took the opportunity to speak 

and enlightened the elite doctors of his research in the field of hypothermia and spontaneous trauma 

care. Dr. Stark elaborated on the point; how it was such a beneficial technique and something which 
might become the future of trauma care. He also suggested it as a remedy to the nuances of 

accidental deaths in the country. He also informed them that a number of institutions have perfected 

the technique known as Emergency Preservation and Resuscitation (EPR), based on Dr. Stark‟s 

hypothermia methodology. These institutions conducted experimental surgeries on hundreds of dogs 

and pigs have been conducted over the last decade. Impressively, Ninety Percent of the animals have 

survived, most without discernible cognitive impairment. These surgeries have even been performed 
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on humans in extreme cases where there were no other alternative but to use EPR. Interestingly, he 

mentioned, that the results achieved were also significantly positive on humans. In a concluding 

remark he stated, “Every day at work I declare people dead. They have no signs of life, no heartbeat. 

I sign a piece of paper knowing in my heart that they are not actually dead. I could, right then and 

there, suspend them. But I have to put them in a body bag. It's frustrating to know there's a solution 
but not all will apply it." 

22. Intrigued by this unique solution to treat such accident victims, who, normally would not have 

survived owing to their massive blood loss and the time taken to get them to the hospital due to 

traffic and road conditions in the country, Dr. Bruce Banner, The Union Health Minister instructed 

the directors of Four Pills and other top medical institutions to work upon this method of treatment 

and the ways and means to implement it upon humans. A legal framework would be created if this 
method proved to be a success. Dr. Black and her team worked hard towards the implementation of 

the EPR method in humans. Forwarding a drafted proposal, Dr. Natasha Black and her team met Dr. 

Bruce Banner and other officials of the Health Ministry and incepted a proposal that would be 

forwarded to the OCMR (Ombudstan Council of Medical Research). After a detailed analysis the 

proposal was accepted by the Reviewing Committee of the OCMR.  

23. The main hurdle for the implementation of the said method was the consent of the victim, who often 
would be bought to the hospital in a severe condition of trauma and unpredictable state of 

consciousness. They would definitely be unable to either approve or disapprove such drastic but 

opportune method. Since the induction of hypothermia method was still in its experimental stage in 

Ombudstan unlike Turmerica where it was a standard applicable procedure, the hospital and research 

team at Four Pills found it hard to move ahead without proper consent obtained from the victim. 

24. After much deliberation it was decided that the Health Ministry shall distribute „disapproval‟ bands 
among the masses of BrijDeli, the base location from where this revolutionary method was to be 

introduced. Any person who is wearing  the band while he is brought to the trauma center at Four 

Pills, shall indicate that he does not give consent to be treated by the induction of hypothermia 

methodology, even if the resultant shall be having less chances of survival than the proposed method. 

25. The Health Ministry started distributing bands through “All BrijDeli Chemists Association”. Free 

bands were available at all registered chemist. Large hoardings, banners and posters were also put up 
at all public places around BrijDeli.  A three month long comprehensive people‟s awareness program 

was taken up by the Government so that each individual was made aware of the experiment and 

those who wished against being treated by the EPR method could avail the band facility free of cost. 

With the end of the people awareness program the team of doctors and researchers at Four Pills 

launched and declared the EPR treatment method. 

26. It was decided that this method would only be conducted on victims who do not have the band at the 
time they were bought to the hospital. Also, it was decided that only in extreme cases where there is 

no other option left for the doctors, but to suspend the patient with hypothermia, shall this method be 

applied. The data of the said experiment shall be reviewed at the end of six months and a decision 

shall be taken on further continuance depending upon the success rate. The trial shall test EPR 

patients and compare the results to patients treated by normal method who were bought to the 

hospital in a similar condition and were wearing the “disapproval” bands. 
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27. Mr. Schmidt, a citizen of Winterfell had travelled to Ombudstan for official purpose. He was 
appointed as the Chief Technical Officer of Poka Pola Ombudstan, a subsidiary company of the 

famous Poka Pola Ltd Turmerica, a Cold drink manufacturing company.  Mr. Schmidt was in 

charge of the new packaging machine being installed in the plant which was situated on the outskirts 

of BrijDeli. While surveying the installation from the higher floors of the plant, Mr. Schmidt climbed 

onto a perilous edge of the floor to investigate the same. In doing so, he slipped and fell onto the 

scaffolding. He suffered a mild head injury but a sharp rod from the scaffolding pierced his body. 

28. He was rushed to Four Pills Hospital which was located about 30 minutes away. It took Mr. Schmidt 

all of about 34 minutes to reach the trauma center which resulted in deteriorated condition. Sensing 

the severity of the injuries sustained, the doctors decided to call upon Dr Stark‟s expertise. Unlike in 

the case of Mr. Fury, sensing the shortage of time, it was decided that the surgery would be 

conducted by a remote robotic surgery, which was understandably a standard practice in Ombudstan.  

29. Arrangements were made where by the team of doctors at Four Pills. Hypothermia, which by now 
had some research and the procedures and other methodology was listed in the medial journal, was 

used to treat Mr. Schmidt, upon finding that there was no “disapproval” band on his hand. 

 30. According to the standard norms of Remote Robotic surgery, another Head surgeon must also take 

responsibility of the surgery in case of the occurrence of any unforeseen circumstances; Dr. Black 

taking the reins commenced the surgery. In about fifteen minutes of Mr. Schmidt being suspended, 

the robotic hypothermia was started upon him. It was found that the rod had entered the frontal lobe 
of the lung causing pulmonary damage and had resulted into large cavity, thus puncturing it.  

31. On completion of the operation, the doctors began the blood infusion process to revive the patient. 

The patient‟s heart did not start beating upon infusing the blood back into the system. CPR was given 

upon which the patient started reviving gradually. The patient although having slightly lower pulse 

rate, had survived the process and thereby was shifted to the ICCU section of Four Pills to treat him 

into further recovery and to monitor his vitals. 

32. Mrs. Schmidt flew down to Ombudstan, on receiving the news, while Mr. Schmidt was recovering. 

On the fifth day post the surgery, suddenly his blood pressure shot up alarmingly. The doctors rushed 

to him and tried to stabilize him. To everyone‟s shock, he died within seconds of the doctor‟s arrival. 

On investigation of the cause of death, a shocking revelation came to light, it was discovered that a 

particular part of the heart had never recovered post the freezing process of the EPR. The heart 

though had revived was not functioning optimally. This part suffered a terminal thermal injury and 
gradually became brittle. This resulted in deterioration and the heart was punctured brutally killing 

him.  

33. Ms. Pepper Pots, Mr. Schmidt‟s niece, a paramedic by profession, studied Mr. Schmidt‟s reports 

and other documents handed over to the family along with the body to understand the cause of death 

and the procedure followed to treat him. She found that Mr. Schmidt was treated by an experimental 

method where he was put to a clinically dead state before his actual death. She concluded that was a 
gross violation of the human rights and procedural negligence on part of the doctors at Four Pills. 
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34. The Schmidt family then approached the HRO (Human Rights Commission Ombudstan). With the 

help of the HRO Mrs. Schmidt approached a group of medical experts who corroborated with 

Pepper, on establishment of medical negligence on part of the doctors at Four Pills and that the ERP 

methodology of treatment was indeed a violation of Human Rights.  

35. Mrs. Schmidt has filed a PIL in the Hon‟ble Supreme Court of Ombudstan, praying to ban the said 

experimental method of treating casualty victims on grounds that it is against human rights and also 

demand compensation for the death of Mr. Schmidt from Four Pills hospital.  

36. The Human Rights Commission, understandably, has joined the Government of Ombudstan as a 
party to the suit for their involvement, relentless and cavalier attitude towards humanity. 

   

The Laws & Constitution of Ombudstan are pari-materia to those of India. 

 


